


Recreational Strip

The shoreline of Aspen is laid out as a sequence of recreational fi elds of different 
themes in various sizes and forms. It is important to take the existing functions 
and programmatic needs of the inhabitants of the whole municipality as a starting 
point in order to make the area believable and work over time. 
It is therefore at this point rather how functions relate to each other and not so 
much which functions that should be added. It is about giving the opportunity for 
every function to develop by its needs and to connect each segment to a whole.  
The industrial building next to the tennis club is a function that should be con-
sidered to be moved to a more suitable industrial area. The tennis club and the 
football fi eld in the residential area should not be moved if it doesn’t gain a larger 
whole. 
The existing power plant is covered in greenery by an energy forest partly as a 
cover up and partly as a pedagogical project.
The railway station as well as its parking needs will be connected to the housing 
project. Walkways will be established both via the water strip level and above the 
highway. 
Next to energy forest a solar wind park is arranged, taking advantage of the 
benefi cial exposure to wind and sun.
A series of walkways and sometimes stairs connect the shoreline, the recreational 
fi elds and the eastern residential areas to Aspen. Like veins they interconnect and 
fl ow through the different layers of the urban recreational patchwork and create a 
walk through a weave of senses.

Building Typology

We have chosen to treat the residences as a collateral part of the new link and of 
the recreational strip along the shoreline. 
We aim to create a residential area that doesn´t privatize the shoreline but acts as 
an urban fi lter that is both part of the recreational strip and part of the new link. 
Consequently the residences are laid out as a three dimensional patchwork of 
various types and sizes of apartments arranged as a string on each side of the 
water runway creating an intimate boardwalk between the buildings on both sides 
of the water. All apartments enjoy excellent water views.  We call it Aspen Dock. 
Towards the outside the building is treated as land art, covered in greenery that 
overlays a system of walkways and stairs on different levels. The buildings are kept 
at a height that doesn’t disturb the views from the surrounding neighbourhoods.

Bio Economical Architecture

The building is simultaneously an autonomous whole and part of a larger whole. 
Since all residences are being treated as only two buildings, the structure can be 
optimized from a bio economical point of view. Sustainable building technology 
includes using recyclable materials as well as energy saving infrastructure. 
All building structures on the project site are requested to have a lowest founda-
tion level of +25m (AMSL) in order to minimize risk of damage from expected 
high water levels. Instead of fi lling up the whole area with masses that need to be 
transported to the site we propose minimal measures. With the principle of mass 
balance as much as possible of the masses that are dug out of the water strip are 
used as fi ll masses under the two residential buildings.
The building structure itself is built as a wooden construction as extensively as 
possible. 
Since the apartments are stacked, the amount of facade per apartment is kept as 
low as possible, thus making the buildings extremely energy saving per capita. 
Greenery is used as shading and allotment gardens on the roof eliminate 
problems with urban water. 

Living Green 

Life in Aspen Dock becomes a statement of sustainability, socially, economically 
and environmentally. It is not only a green statement in itself but shall promote an 
eco smart lifestyle of its inhabitants by making living green benefi cial. Easy access 
to public transportation makes commuting an obvious choice. 
A carpool of electric cars, powered by locally produced energy, is arranged as 
part of the residential project, thus minimizing the need for private cars. The cars 
are stacked together in an automatic mechanical parking system and guarantee 
the inhabitants of Aspen Dock easy access to an environmentally friendly car at all 
times. The south facing elevations are clad with photovoltaic modules in front of 
the greenery walls. Need for hard surface parking areas can thereby be diminished 
and as a result less urban water has to be taken care of. The parking garage also 
acts as an effective sound barrier towards the highway. 
Allotment gardens on the building roof make it possible to have an own garden 
and grow own vegetables. Parts of the roof can be covered by a canopy of glass 
and be used all year around as a winter garden. The allotment gardens extend 
over housing, parking as well as over railway and highway, thus creating another 
layer in the urban fabric – a hovering public walkway in the greenery of the allot-
ment gardens, accessible from the eastern side of the highway and connecting to 
the lake of Aspen. The buildings become part of the recreational strip and form a 
pergola of greenery.  A gate to Lerum, weave of senses. 
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